#16

“Red Cross” girls with
“Victory quilts,” ¢. 1917.
During the war citizens
were exhorted to “Make

quilts—save the
blankets for our boys
over there.” Quilts were
also made for care pack- 7
ages and to raise money, |
continuing the 19th Cen-
tury tradition of church
and aid groups. 31

Fig. 100
Newspaper article, 1894.
We are told that “Old fashioned” patchwork is again

desirable, but are instructed on how to avoid ugly color
combmahons and patterns.
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In any society, at any time, traditional ideas
& are preserved and revived by some, while

‘ @4 “modern” developments are extolled by
others Two conflicting trends, the Colonial Revival and _
the infatuation with ready-made, store-bought goods met o
head to head at the end of the century. Attitudes toward
quilts and hand work reveal this conflict.
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Stereoscopic Cards, ¢. 1897. Fig. 101
These cards were part of a humorous series in which the
quilt is a standard bed covering.

“Quilts are old fashioned but pleasant, eco-
nomical, fast, easy to clean, more pleasant
than a blanket for summer, more useful than
fancy work, controls prying, confines gossip
to the quilting frameand keeps women busy.”
—Good Housekeeping, 1882.

“The home needle...has lost its former im-
portance; the machine has usurped its place,
and so cheapened work that the busy house-
wife says with truth Ttis cheaper to buy than
to make’.” —Good Housekeeping, 1896.

Fig. 102

Advertising trade card, “Past and Present,” ¢.1880.
The advantages of the sewing machine over “old-
fashioned” hand sewing are dramatically
illustrated.
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“As for quilts, I think they are very undesir-
able in this day when woolen blankets and
| light counterpanes may be had so cheaply. I
think it is equally foolish to waste time piec-
ing quilts and to waste strength in washing

cooking onapot rack.” —TheProgressive Farmer,
1907.
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“The pieced cotton quilt, which has not been
a possible bed covering within the memory
of the women of today, has now become a
most modish dressing forbeds.” —Ladies’ Home
Journal, 1902.

Advertisement, “Family Washer”
September, 1902

New and modern is better than
old-fashioned!
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