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Quilt Documentation Projects The state quilt research projects
that are documenting quilts in private and public collections state
by state in America have also played a part in influencing contem-
porary quiltmaking. The first of these, the Kentucky Quilt Project
(Fig. 30) , was started in 1981 by Shelly Zegart, a recognized
expert on American quilts, and it served as an inspiration and
model for similar quilt projects in almost all states, as well as in
Canada, Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand. Many of the
quilts documented by these projects show an interest in experi-
mentation and innovation that goes far beyond traditional quilt
design and underscore the creative imaginations of their makers.
The accumulated documentation of thousands of quilts by the state
projects, along with the work of the Alliance for American Quilts,
an organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the histories
of quilts and quiltmakers, will provide an extensive database of
the American quilt heritage that will serve to inspire contemporary
quiltmakers for years to come.
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Kentucky Quilts 1800~1900 by The Kentucky Quilt Project
Photographs courtesy of Shelly Zegart and Kentucky Quilt Project
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INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE:
PEOPLE WHO HELPED TO PROMOTE CONTEMPORARY QUILTING

Quilting in the United States has always been very much a grass-roots activity, carried out
by a wide range of women and men who sometimes work together but often work alone in
developing innovative new designs and techniques to move the art of quilting forward. In
the twentieth century, However, a number of people, although not always quilters
themselves, have devoted a substantial part of their lives and energy to ensuring that
quilting gains the recognition it deserves. They have been instrumental in bringing both
antique and contemporary quilts to the attention of the general public as well as offering
many opportunities to quilters today. These people have established organizations
dedicated to the preservation of America's quilting heritage, developed exhibitions that
showcase and promote the work of contemporary and art quilters, built significant
collections of quilts and placed them in institutions that will both care for them and exhibit
them, produced publications for the education and enjoyment of quilters and nonquilters
alike, and initiated many, many other projects and activities that have encouraged
originality and innovation in contemporary quilting. They have had a lasting impact on the
continued growth of the field, and they are essential contributors to the advancement of the
history and the art of quilting.
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Shelly Zegart

Shelly Zegart's love of American quilts began in the mid-1970s when she
was looking for quilts to use as art in her new home. Since then, she has
been a passionate collector, curator, author (for example, American Quilt
Collections.: Antique Quilt Masterpieces, published by Nihon Vogue in
1997), and lecturer on both antique and contemporary quilts (Fig. (1)). She
has helped to build quilt collections around the world, and her personal col-
lection of significant nineteenth- and twentieth — century quilts was
acquired by The Art Institute of Chicago. Zegart, a zealous advocate for
quilt scholarship, was co-founder and the driving force behind the Kentucky
Quilt Project, an effort initiated in 1981 to survey the state's quilts (Fig. (Z2)).
The first project of its kind, it set the standard for all the state, regional. and
national quilt projects that followed, and the seeds it planted flourished not
only nationally but internationally.

In 1993 Zegart was one of the primary founders of The Alliance for
American Quilts, a nonprofit organization (see entry under “Influential
Organizations” P101). Currently, as The Alliance Board President, she coor-
dinates the activities of its university and museum partners to preserve and
share the nation's quilting heritage through projects such as "Quilt
Treasures" and “Quilters S.0.S.” (Save Our Stories). Zegart's discerning
eve (Fig. 3) and boundless energy in the service of quilt scholarship has
guaranteed a greater public understanding of quilts and their history. Her
work in establishing The Quilt Index, a database expected to include almost
13.000 quilt images and records by Spring of 2007, has given contemporary
quiltmakers access to information that will help to inspire their work for
years to come.
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Kentucky Quilts 1800-1900 and other books by Zegart.
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Alliance for American Quilts
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The Alliance for American Quilts, a nonprofit organization
founded in 1993 by Shelly Zegart, Eunice Ray, Karey Bresenhan,
and Nancy O'Brien Puentes, is dedicated to documenting, preserv-
ing, and sharing the American quilt heritage. The Alliance is com-
mitted to collecting the rich stories that quilts tell about America's
diverse people and communities and develops projects to further
that goal. These projects are carried out in partnership with muse-
ums, universities, and other organizations.

The Center for the Quilt Online (www.centerforthequilt.org) is
the site where the rich material of the Alliance's projects comes
together to inform, educate, and connect people everywhere who
love, study, make, and collect quilts with the nation's quilt her-
itage. These projects include: “Quilt Query,” an online forum
where experts from the Alliance board answer questions about
quilts, including care, history, restoration, and evaluation; “The
Quilt Index,” a digital reference library with searchable informa-
tion and photographs of more than 1300 quilts; “Quilters' S.0.S.
- Save Our Stories,” an oral history project that includes hun-
dreds of in-depth interviews with quiltmakers across the United
States; “Quilt Treasures,” documentary web portraits of key fig-
ures in the twentieth — century Quilt Revival, including Virginia
Avery, Cuesta Benberry, Jinny Beyer, Jean Ray Laury, and
Yvonne Porcella; and “Boxes Under the Bed ,” a major national
project intended to ensure the preservation of historic quilt-related
but often ephemeral materials such as patterns, letters, and clip-
pings.

Website: www.quiltalliance.org and www.centerforthequilt.org

At a 2005 Board meeting of the Alliance for American Quilts,
quilt scholarship.
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Participants in a planning meeting for expansion of
Shelly Zegart (center) honors long-time Alliance supporters, attorney the Quilt Index, an online database that is one of the
David Roth (right) and Eleanor Bingham Miller (seated), a patron of major projects of the Alliance for American Quilts
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www.quiltalliance.org and www.centerforthequilt.org

Symbol for the Alliance for American Quilts
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The Alliance for American Quilts is one of the
tenants in Lexington Station, designed by
Glazer Architecture PA, Asheville, North
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